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Fully Revised Edition of a Classic New
Testament Textbook

Many introductions to the New Testament zero in on the historical
contexts in which the New Testament literature was written. This
introduction goes further—to give particular attention to the social,
cultural, and rhetorical contexts of the New Testament authors and
their writings.

Few introductions to the New Testament integrate instruction in
exegetical and interpretive strategies with the customary considera-
tions of authorship, dating, audience, and message. This introduction
introduces students to a relevant facet of interpretation with each
portion of New Testament literature. Recognizing that the New Testa-
ment itself—in its parts and as a whole—is a pastoral resource, each

chapter closes with a discussion of implications for ministry formation.

First published in 2004, David A. deSilva’s comprehensive and
carefully crafted introduction to the New Testament has been
long established as an authoritative textbook and resource for
students. This beautiful, full-color second edition has been updated
throughout with new scholarship and numerous images. The pages
of this integrative text brim with maps, photos, points of interest,
and aids to learning, and separate chapters explore the historical and
cultural environment of the New Testament era, the nature of the

Gospels and the quest for the historical Jesus, and the life of Paul.

It is the first choice for those convinced that a New Testament

introduction should integrate scholarship and ministry.
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“An Introduction to the New Testament is an ideal textbook for
seminary students as well as for pastors and is written
by a reputable New Testament scholar who reveals
decades of teaching wisdom on every page.”

—SCOT McKNIGHT
Northern Seminary

“This excellent introduction, which | use for my New Testament
introduction classes, meets a special need. . . . This welcome new
edition takes this work to an even higher level.”

—CRAIG S. KEENER
Asbury Theological Seminary
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DAVID A. peSILVA (PhD, Emory University) is Trustees’ Dis-
tinguished Professor of New Testament and Greek at Ashland Theological
Seminary in Ashland, Ohio. He is the author of over twenty-five books and an
ordained elder in the Florida Conference of the United Methodist Church.
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THE ENVIRONMENT OF EARLY CHRISTIANITY
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Figure 2.3. A silver tetradrachm of Antiochus IV, The image on the
obverse bears a portrait of the king; the reverse bears an image of Zeus,
seated with “Victory” standing in his hand. The inscription reads “of

King Antiochus, God Manifest, Bringer of Victory.” (Photos courtesy of
Sandy Brenner, www.JerusalemCoins. com)
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« Full four-color interior
« Updated scholarship throughout
« Integrates textual criticism with ministry formation

« Include maps, photos, points of interest, and aids
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