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1

People of Hope

The couple in California made front-page news. They were in their
mid-sixties, and she was expecting their first child! A week later we saw
a photo of the fine-looking immigrant couple from the Philippines and
their beautiful baby daughter. After forty years their dreams came true.

GROUP DISCUSSION. What thoughts rush into your mind as you con-
sider the story of the California couple?

PERSONAL REFLECTION. Think of an extraordinary personal experi-
ence that you could not account for apart from God’s unique inter-
vention. What bigger view of God did you learn from that?

Luke begins his Gospel with sensational news. For over four hundred
years God’s people have heard no prophetic voice. The people wonder,
Has God forgotten us? Has he reneged on his many promises to send
Messiah to deliver us? No. God is about to break through Israel’s dark-
ness with powerful light, and he does this through very unlikely peo-
ple—an elderly, childless couple and a teenage girl engaged to a peasant
carpenter. Read Luke 1:5-25.

1. God chose this elderly couple for an extraordinary job. Several fac-
tors in verses 5-10 give hints of God’s reasons for this choice. What
might those reasons be?

L u k e  1
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10 ——————————————————————————— L u k e

2. For better or for worse, angels have recently become quite popular.
But in what ways is the angel here different from how angels are
depicted in popular culture (vv. 11-17)?

3. Do you find yourself sympathetic or critical of Zechariah’s response
of unbelief (vv. 18-22)? Explain your view.

4. The circumstances of the birth of the Messiah’s forerunner were
very unusual. Why do you think God wanted this particular birth to
be unusual?

5. Read Luke 1:26-56 for Gabriel’s second birth announcement. In
what ways is it even more extraordinary than the first?

6. How would you compare and contrast Mary and Zechariah’s
responses?

7. Which would you find easier to believe—a promise from God
through an angel or a promise through the Bible? Why?

8. From Mary’s song of response (vv. 46-55), how does your concept
of God compare with hers?
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P e o p l e  o f  H o p e —————————————————————  11

9. Read Luke 1:57-80. Note that Luke describes people’s spontaneous
reactions to John’s birth three times. What might be Luke’s purpose in
repeating this fact?

10. The Holy Spirit has sharpened Zechariah’s faith to see (1) the
great acts that God’s Redeemer will do (vv. 68-75) and (2) his child’s
unique relation to this Redeemer (vv. 76-79). Suppose you were one
of the neighbors listening to his prophecy. As a devout Jew, which part
would have especially stirred you? Explain.

11. Zechariah and Mary expressed their hope in God differently.
What in their interaction with God gives you hope as you also seek to
trust God totally?

Thank God for being the only source of true hope.

Now or Later
Luke records Jesus’ birth with Mary’s perspective. Consider Joseph’s
perspective in Matthew 1:18-24; 2:13-16, 19-23. Jesus’ adoptive
father also had unique faith! What did he go through?

To expand your angelology: Hebrews 1 gives an overall understanding of
angels (to people who then were tempted to worship them). See espe-
cially verse 14. They were active throughout the Old Testament. They
witnessed creation (Job 38:7), destroyed evildoers (Genesis 19:1ff.),
have warlike potential (Genesis 32:1-22), restrained a false prophet
(Numbers 22:21-35), mediated God’s law to Moses (Acts 7:38, 53),
served as God’s messengers (Judges 6:11-23), aided his servants (1
Kings 19:5-7), gave military assistance (2 Kings 19:35). They strength-
ened Jesus in temptation (Mark 1:13; Luke 22:43) and were present at
his resurrection and ascension (Luke 24:4-7; Acts 1:9-11). They guided
the apostles in evangelization (Acts 8:26; 10:3-8; 12:7-10; 27:23).
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KNOWING JESUS 
Advent of the Savior 
Following Jesus 
I Am 
Abiding in Christ 
Jesus’ Final Week 
The Jesus Paul Knew 

(Spring 2018)

KNOWING GOD 
Listening to God
Meeting God 
God’s Comfort 
God’s Love 
The 23rd Psalm 
Miracles 
Questions God Asks 

(Fall 2018)

GROWING IN 
THE SPIRIT 
Meeting the Spirit 
Fruit of the Spirit 
Spiritual Gifts 
Spiritual Warfare 

LOOKING AT 
THE TRINITY 
Images of Christ 
Images of God 
Images of the Spirit 

DEVELOPING 
DISCIPLINES 
Christian Disciplines 
God’s Word 

Hospitality 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Prayer 
Praying the Psalms 
Sabbath 
Worship 

DEEPENING  
YOUR DOCTRINE 
Angels 
Apostles’ Creed
Christian Beliefs 
The Cross 
End Times 
Good & Evil 
Heaven 
The Kingdom of God 
The Story of Scripture 

SEEKERS 
Encountering Jesus 
Jesus the Reason 
Meeting Jesus 
Good News

LEADERS 
Christian Leadership 
Integrity 
Elijah 
Joseph 

SHAPING YOUR 
CHARACTER 
Christian Character 
Decisions 
Self-Esteem 

Parables 
Pleasing God 
Woman of God 
Women of the  

New Testament 
Women of the  

Old Testament 

LIVING FULLY  
AT EVERY STAGE 
Singleness 
Marriage 
Parenting 
Couples of the 

Old Testament 
Growing Older  

& Wiser 
Grandparenting

REACHING 
OUR WORLD 
Missions 
Evangelism 
Four Great Loves 
Loving Justice 

LIVING YOUR FAITH 
Busyness
Christian Virtues 
Forgiveness

GROWING IN  
RELATIONSHIPS 
Christian Community 
Friendship 

Find the perfect study for your group with IVP’s LifeGuide Finder:
ivpress.com/lifeguidefinder

What should we study next? 
We have LifeGuides for . . . 
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